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the table below, five proved to be branded properly and
two were without labels. In the table also will be found the
results of our examination of these specimens.

It should be stated that sample No. 5 was not intended
apparently for general an&aelig;sthesia ; there was no instruc-

tion, however, to that effect on the label but on another
tube from the same firm the label contained the words
"for local ansesthesia," and in that case the presence of
"traces of impurity" is probably not a serious matter.

In one instance the boiling point of the sample proved to be
- 0.5&deg; C., a mixture of methyl chloride and ethyl chloride
(used it may be with advantage for local an&aelig;sthesia) having
been supplied as pure ethyl chloride. Since this mixture

produces on evaporation a more intense cold than ethyl
chloride this mistake, in the case of general anaesthesia at
any rate, might lead to unexpected and possibly mischievous
results. On the whole, however, it is clear that the

anaesthetist has the choice of several good makers or agents
who sell ethyl chloride of undoubted purity and of such
quality as should only be used for general anaesthetic pur-
poses unless, of course, the application of a definite mixture
is designed. Ethyloform, for example (B. Kiihn), is a mixture
of 45 per cent. ethyl chloride, 45 per cent. methyl chloride,
and 10 per cent. ethyl bromide, the last drug being regarded
to act as a sedative. 

____

METROPOLITAN HOSPITAL SUNDAY FUND.

A MEETING of this Fund was held on Nov. 28th at the
Mansion House, London, under the presidency of the Lord
Mayor. There was a large gathering and amongst those

present were the Ven. Archdeacon of London, Sir H.

Burdett, Mr. Charles Cheston, Sir Dyce Duckworth,
Canon Fleming, Dr. J. G. Glover, Mr. George Herring,
Mr. Sydney Holland, Prebendary Ingram, Sir E. Durning
Lawrence, Mr. F. H. Norman, Rev. E. H. Pearce,
Sir J. T. Ritchie, Sir Joseph Savory, Mr. Wakley,
Mr. Deputy Wallace, and Mr. Alfred Willett. At the
commencement of the proceedings the Archdeacon of
London called attention to the report of the secretary, Sir
Edmund Hay Currie, on district nursing associations and
moved a proposition to the effect that a certain sum of money
should be set aside for the purpose of a grant to these insti-
tutions. This was seconded by Mr. Deputy Wallace and
carried unanimously. The institutions concerned are Queen
Victoria’s Jubilee Institute for Nurses, the North London
Nursing Association, and the Bible Women’s Association of
Trained Nurses. Of course, this resolution of the Council

only affirms a principle which must be confirmed at the
annual general meeting of the Fund to be held on

Dec. 18th next. On the proposition of Sir Henry Burdett it
was decided that the amount to be thus set aside should not
exceed 5 per cent. of the total sum collected by the Fund.

Mr. Charles Cheston, the honorary solicitor to the Fund,
proposed the following motions, which were seconded and
carried :-

1. That this council cordially agrees with paragraph 27 of the report
of Sir Edward Fry’s committee appointed to inquire into the financial
relations between the hospitals and medical schools, of which the
following is an extract : "For the future the distinction between the
hospital and the school should in every case be drawn, not only
dennitely and exactly, but with such clearness that it mav be under-
stood by the general public and so that no question may arise as to the
destination and application of moneys contributed, whether by the
King’s Fund or from any other source."

2. That no grant shall be made from the Metropolitan Hospital
Sunday Fund to any hospital which fails to completely comply with
the above-named recommendation.

3. That in estimating the amount to be contributed to the funds of
any hospital from the Hospital Sunday Fund no moneys paid or sub-
scribed during the preceding year towards the school attached to any
hospital shall be taken into account.

The following gentlemen were proposed to fill vacancies on
the council: The Ven. Archdeacon of Middlesex, the Rev.
J. H. Campbell. Sir Frederick Cooke, Sir Frederick Treves,
and the Rev. Charles Brown. June 17th, 1906, was suggested
as the date of the next Hospital Sunday, and a vote of thanks
to the Lord Mayor terminated the proceedings. The report
of the council for the year 1905, which will be submitted to
the annual general meeting, states that the thirty-third
year of collecting the Fund has resulted in a total of

.678,379. The collections in the various places of worship
amounted to &pound;48,954, the collection at St. Paul’s Cathedral
heading the list with &5518. Mr. George Herring’s
donation amounted to &pound;12,400, and the collection made

by the London commercial travellers amounted to &307.
This latter sum was added to the collection at St. Paul’s and
therefore is included in the total collected in places of
worship to which amount Mr. George Herring has, as on
previous occasions, generously added one-fourth. It is satis-

factory to note that with the exception of the year 1903,
when the King and Queen visited St. Paul’s Cathedral, the
year just closing is a record one as regards the collections
in places of worship. -

THE INTERNATIONAL MOTOR EXHIBITION AT

OLYMPIA, LONDON.

THE fourth International Motor Exhibition promoted at

Olympia by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders
came to an end on Saturday last, Nov. 25th, and was a great
success in that it afforded a proof of the rapid strides
which are being made by every branch of the industry,
especially in this country. The number of exhibitors was

considerably larger on this than on any previous occasion
and the crowded state of the building during the whole
period of the exhibition was a sufficient indication of the

general recognition that motor propulsion has taken a

definite place among the progressive improvements of

civilisation. The exhibition was adequately represen-
tative of all that was best in automobile manu-

facture and invention, sent in from all countries, and
its most gratifying feature was the advance which has
been made by the British manufacturer. The British
manufacturer can now compete successfully with his foreign
rival in the supply of motor vehicles of every description,
with the exception, perhaps, of the more expensive and
elaborate pleasure cars. In one particular direction, indeed,
the British manufacturer has unquestionably set the fashion
to the continental manufacturer instead of (as used to
be the case) following his. lead. The six-cylinder engine
designed by Mr. Napier, and at first ignored on the

continent, is now copied by some of the best foreign makers,
and it is, as a matter of fact, mainly in the direction of the
multiplication of cylinders that distinct advance in the

perfection of the explosive engine can be recorded. The
exhibition has not produced any far-reaching revolution in
the method of propulsion, though science may at any
moment bring about such a revolution by the discovery of
improved methods of storing electricity or possibly by
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bringing under control the elastic force which must reside
in liquid air or other liquefied or even solidified gases.
True, the six-cylinder engine has even thus early been
succeeded by the Rolls-Royce eight-cylinder, but this is a
matter of development rather than of constructive change. A
solution of the speed-limit problem is to be attempted with
the eight-cylinder engine, for a car is being manufactured
for a well-known motorist with one of these engines
specially designed to travel on the flat at a speed
not exceeding. 20 miles an hour and to ascend hills

at not less than this speed without changing gear. On

this particular car only two speeds forward and a

reverse are provided. Magneto-ignition is making con-
siderable headway and the prediction that it will as surely
displace the coil and accumulator as the spray has the sur-
face carburettor seems to be a correct one. Improvements in
minor details were much in evidence but were not of any
striking character. Of accessories of all descriptions there
was an extensive display and the battle of the tyres is as
undecided now as it was years ago. The pneumatic tyre,
with its chief drawback from the point of view of the
medical practitioner-its liability to puncture at a critical
moment-still holds the field in immense numerical

superiority to its competitors and the only contrivance
in any way seriously to challenge its position at

the present seems to be the Hall&eacute; spring wheel,
of which more will undoubtedly be heard. Of the

large number of cars on exhibition it is not possible,
of course, to speak in detail in a medical journal. There was
an immense variety of cars at the exhibition, ranging in
price from a little over &pound;100 to considerably over &pound;1000.
There were a few cars specially put forward as designed for
the medical profession, and these, with one or two cars

not shown at Olympia, making similar claims, we hope to
refer to in a subsequent issue. Prices have practically
remained stationary, a tendency to a fall in the higher
priced cars being insignificant. There are at least a

dozen firms who can supply a serviceable car at from
.E200 to .E300 and there are a few who will supply one at a
lower figure than &200. We notice that not a single effort
appears to have been made by any manufacturer to grapple
with the dust problem ; at any rate, there was no evidence
of such effort. The manufacturers take up the position that
any move in this direction must come from those responsible
for the making and upkeep of the roads and perhaps they
are in the main right. But the dust raised by motor-cars
constitutes one of the chief objections to their use and
all interested in them should do their utmost to mitigate
the evil. 

____

THE MEDICAL MAN, THE CORONER, AND THE
PATHOLOGIST.

Mr. T. Barclay Cockerton, Local Government Board

auditor, resumed his inquiry on Tuesday last at the offices
of the London County Council into the application of the
British Medical Association, as ratepayers, to disallow certain
payments made by Mr. Troutbeck, the coroner for West-
minster and South-West London, to Dr. L. Freyberger for
making post-mortem examinations and giving evidence
at inquests. Mr. W. C. Ryde, who represented the London
County Council, the body which is supposed to approve
of Mr. Troutbeck’s methods, argued that Mr. Troutbeck
had not exceeded his discretion as coroner, and
had not contravened the Coroners Act by giving the
post-mortem examinations in his district almost exclusively
to Dr. Freyberger. Mr. Bodkin, who appeared for the
British Medical Association, quoted the opinion of the Lord
Chancellor, who "is not in favour of the coroner’s practice "

though he does not find "that there is such a case as would
enable him to exercise his only jurisdiction in removing the

coroner." Mr. Bodkin took exactly the same view of the
Coroners Act, 1887, that we have taken in our numerous

articles under the heading of " The Medical Man, the Coroner,
and the Pathologist," for he pointed out that a pathologist
resident in Hampstead (Dr. Freyberger’s registered address
is in the Regent’s Park-road) could not be described as "a
legally qualified practitioner who is at the time in actual
practice in or near the place where the death happened "
when the death happened in South-West London. The crux
of the case is whether a definite appointment has been
created by Mr. Troutbeck in favour of Dr. Freyberger,
or whether it is mere chance that Dr. Freyberger
has received from Mr. Troutbeck &pound;1767 of public
money in 22 months for the performance of post-mortem
examinations and the giving of medical evidence. The

figures are Mr. Bodkin’s, but all our readers know
that Mr. Troutbeck, in defiance of medical opinion,
and apparently in opposition to the Lord Chancellor’s view,
has given the medical work in connexion with his office as
coroner almost exclusively to Dr. Freyberger. The inquiry
having concluded the auditor said that he would reserve his
judgment, the case being of public importance and also of
considerable difficulty.-At a recent inquest at Westminster
the policy adopted by Mr. Troutbeck in assigning all post-
mortem examinations to Dr. L. Freyberger was again illus-
trated. It will be remembered that the suggestion has been
put forward that his employment is necessary in complicated
and obscure cases in order to obtain satisfactory evidence as
to the cause of death. In the particular instance referred to
the deceased was found by a rent collector lying dead with
a bottle and a tumbler beside him, each containing a small
quantity of cyanide of potassium. The police, who were
called in at once, summoned their divisional surgeon, Dr.

Percy J. Edmunds, who took possession of the poison, pru-
dently considering that it ought to be in the keeping of one
fully aware of its properties and not in that of a policeman.
Apparently Mr. Troutbeck held the opinion that Dr. Edmunds
should not have done this and perhaps technically he had no
right to do so, particularly as the coroner was pretty certain
to follow his usual course with regard to the evidence at the
inquest. It seems unnecessary, however, to point out that
in a case of poisoning the question whether the deceased
committed suicide may depend quite as much upon what is
observed by a medical man summoned immediately to see
the body as upon post-mortem examination, and also that a
divisional surgeon of the Metropolitan Police, selected for his
position on account of his ascertained qualifications, would
hardly be likely to find a case such as that described beyond
the range of his attainments as a pathologist.

HEALTH IN THE TROPICS.

ON Nov. 22nd Dr. Charles F. Harford, physician to the
Church Missionary Society, gave a lecture in the anatomical
theatre of the University of Cambridge under the presidency
of the Master of Trinity aud in the presence of various

professors in the Faculty of Medicine. Maps illustrating the
geographical distribution of the different tropical diseases
were shown. After alluding to the Schools of Tropical
Medicine in London and Liverpool and the part which they,
as well as the University of Cambridge, played in making
known the causes of tropical diseases, Dr. Harford

spoke of Livingstone College, of which he is the

principal. Micro-photographs of parasites were shown
and the lecturer then instanced the enormous drop
which has occurred on the Suez Canal in the frequency
of malaria, a drop which is almost entirely due
to the thorough carrying out of operations directed against
mosquitos. He advocated that all medical men destined for
service abroad should be trained in tropical medicine and
added that missionaries and others going to tropical climates


